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About the anma, massage, shiatsu, acupuncture and moxibustion industry in Japan
after the world war 11
~ Consider from the memorandum on question inquiries submitted
by Kobayashi Katsuma Member
of the Diet ~

<Purpose> “memorandum on questions” which gives doubts based on the documents
prescribed in the law of the Diet is the official opinion of the Cabinet. We can know about
surroundings issues that the Anma massage Shiatsu, acupuncture and moxibustion (herein after
called “Ahaki” ) in the Japanese society at the time to study it. However, there has been no
report that comprehensively captures the number of memorandum on questions related Ahaki.
Therefore, we decided to examine the environment surrounding Ahaki industry by searching the
number of memorandum on questions related Ahaki and the contents of it.

<Method> Using the database of memorandum on question, it was submitted during the Diet
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(House of Representatives: The 196th, House of Councilors: The 193rd) held from the 1st Diet
held in 1947 . We counted one, the related Ahaki in memorandum on questions and the answer.

<Results and Discussion> Of the 18,089 memorandum on questions submitted to this date,
those with Ahaki-related descriptions were 23 cases by 16 members (the House of
Representatives: 11 cases, the House of Councilors: 12 cases) . We examined the six memorandum
on questions written immediately after the world war II by Kobayashi Katsuma, who is an
acupuncturist. They were classified in three things. The 1st, about the food situation of the Ahaki
industry. The 2nd, thing about higher education circumstances of the Ahaki industry. The 3rd,
things about financial circumstances and facility circumstances about Ahaki, especially the blind
person acupuncturist. In any case, it was thought that Kobayashi Katsuma, who is an
acupuncturist, has integrated the opinions of industry groups and has led to the submission of a
memorandum on questions. Also, it was found out that Kobayashi Katsuma thinks about the
actual circumstances and future prospects of the Ahaki industry and is questioning the nation as
a representative person of the Ahaki industry.

<Conclusion> In the future, it is necessary to investigate the background of the times when the
memorandum on question was submitted in the period, and the relationship between the
submitted diet member and the Ahaki.
As a result of the submission, it was necessary to investigate whether there were any social and

policy changes in the industry of Ahaki.

Keywords: Anma—massage —shiatsu, acupuncture and moxibustion, memorandum on questions,

diet, Katsuma Kobayashi
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